Estimativas globais acuradas das capturas provenientes da pesca recreativa não existem, uma vez que a maior parte dos países não tem a obrigação de registrar as capturas das atividades recreativas. Um aumento do conhecimento sobre o impacto da pesca recreativa que, em alguns casos, pode superar o impacto da pesca comercial, tem levado alguns países a coletar informações sobre as capturas recreativas. Tal sistema ainda é inexistente em países tais como o Brasil. A pesca recreativa no nordeste do Brasil é principalmente costeira e estruturada em torno de clubes de pesca, os quais promovem anualmente mais de 100 torneios de pesca. Estes torneios são realizados durante todo o ano, mas são menos freqüentes durante a estação chuvosa e com ventos intensos (julho a setembro), e durante a época das férias locais (dezembro a janeiro). As capturas destes torneios atingiram um pico de três toneladas em 1998. Não existe informação detalhada sobre as capturas por espécie. Estas estimativas de capturas de torneios são preliminares, uma vez que não incluem todos os estados nem a pesca oceânica.
INTRODUCTION
estimated that global bycatches and discards could amount to about 27 million tonnes annually. This document created an awareness that total global marine catches had already reached a peak of 100 million tonnes and, in fact, have been declining in the last years, after the unrealistic high Chinese catches are properly corrected (Watson & Pauly 2001) . Moreover, FAO estimated that illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) catches make up roughly 30% of global catches (FAO 2001) .
Recreational catches would be included in the unregulated category of IUU, as most countries do not have the mandate to report catches originating from recreational activities. Some rough estimates indicate that global recreational catches may vary between 2 (Coates 1995) and 10.9 million tonnes (Cooke & Cowx 2004) . Although the totals are much lower than total catches generated by commercial fisheries, recreational catches may surpass the latter in some cases. In the United States, for example, seven out of the ten top species caught by anglers result in catches higher than commercial fisheries (Gentner & Lowther 2002) . For threatened species, this impact is considerable (Coleman et al. 2004 ).
There is no information available on recreational catches off northeastern Brazil, with the exception of recent estimates by Freire (2005) indicating that catches outside fishing tournaments may amount to an average of 1,147 tonnes annually. The objective of this paper is to estimate recreational catches from fishing tournaments promoted in northeastern Brazil, which will be used to complement the previous estimate and would allow for better management of recreational fisheries in consonance with commercial fisheries.
METHODS
Fishing clubs were visited in seven of the nine states of northeastern Brazil during June-July 2001: Maranhão, Ceará, Rio Grande do Norte, Paraíba, Pernambuco, Sergipe, and Bahia (Fig. 1) . Two states were not visited due to time constraints (Piauí and Alagoas). Presidents and/or vice-presidents of these clubs provided results of fishing tournaments promoted by their clubs since their establishment. Data provided were very heterogeneous and included: (1) 'points' obtained by each angler, i.e., a combination of total number and weight of fish caught; (2) total number and total weight of fish caught by all anglers combined; (3) total number and total weight of fish caught by each angler (not broken down by species); and (4) number of fish caught by each angler broken down by species and total weight of all species combined. Data presented here represent a combination of weight from (2), (3) and (4) . Several 'non-official' clubs organize their own fishing tournaments and catches estimated here are originating from both official and non-official tournaments. In this paper, fishing tournaments are considered as synonymous with tacking tournaments or competitive fishing and are defined as "organized events in which a group of anglers fish for inducements -awards, prizes, or public recognition -in addition to the catch or the satisfaction of catching fish" (Schramm Jr. et al. 1991) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
According to Bezerra (1994) (Table 1) , with a total of 45 fishing clubs in the region. This number should be considered a minimum estimate as anglers mentioned the establishment of other clubs, but no one was able to remember when they were established. These clubs and fishing federations (in the states of Ceará, Rio Grande do Norte, Paraíba, Pernambuco, and Bahia) have promoted several 1-3 day fishing tournaments with up to 133 participants. Activity was more intense between 1995 and 1998 when about 100 events were promoted annually (Fig.   2 ). The trend for earlier years is likely to be biased due to the lack of documents reporting the results of the tournaments. Furthermore, there is no record for tournaments promoted prior to 1970. Events take place year-round (Fig. 3) , but the rhythm slows down from July to September probably due to the rainy and windy season, and also from December to January, when it is more difficult to have high attendance due to the holiday season. The degree of activity observed in northeastern Brazil is much lower than the 978 annual events estimated for North American marine waters in 1989 (Schramm Jr. et al. 1991) or the much more frequent freshwater tournaments All available records indicate that up to 2.2 tonnes of fishes were caught annually in fishing tournaments in four states in northeastern Brazil (Fig. 4) . After correcting for catches from tournaments for which no document was available (using the methodology described above), total catches increased to a peak of more than 3 tonnes in 1998 and decreased to 1.9 tonnes in 2000. The latter estimate added up to catches of 1,147 tonnes estimated for the same region for daily activity of anglers (tournaments excluded) (Freire 2005) , indicates that recreational fisheries are not exerting a strong pressure on local resources when compared with commercial fisheries (artisanal and industrial), which landed 137 thousand tonnes in 2000 (Freire, 2003) . These results are partial, as they do not include all states in the northeastern region or oceanic fishing tournaments. (Freire 2005 Brazil or South America, with the exception of Venezuela (Gaertner et al. 1989) . However, these authors dealt only with billfishes caught in tournaments promoted by one single fishing club. It becomes clear that more attention has been devoted to catches of billfishes and other large pelagic fishes, probably due to the attractiveness of those 'big fishes' and the economic value associated with such oceanic fisheries, and little is known about shore-based recreational fisheries.
I will be extending this work in order to include results from shore-based tournaments promoted by those States not considered up to now and from oceanic tournaments. I also recommend that a recording system should be implemented to allow for a systematic collection of catch data from these tournaments, including information per species. This system should be discussed with fishing clubs in order to succeed. Anglers' collaboration is essential to allow for a proper assessment of the importance of recreational fisheries in this region.
